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Ptlntller Sports News 
EASTERN IlliNOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director 
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345-4166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Sept. 13, 1983 
LS-AS-FB STATE 
-FB OPP --,J 
CHARLESTON, IL--After splitting two road games against Missouri Valley Conference 
teams, Eastern Illinois University's football Panthers host Grand Valley State Saturday 
(Sept. 17) in the home opener. Game time is 1:30 CDT at O'Brien Stadium. 
The Panthers lost a tough one 17-14 to Southern Illinois Saturday to even their 
record at 1-1. Grand Valley opened the season at home beating St. Joseph's (IN) 24-22. 
"We've had two tough weeks on the road against formidable opponents beating one team 
and playing another almost dead even," said Coach Al Molde," and now we're more than 
ready to play one in front of our fans." 
Playing at home will give the Panthers a distinct advantage as they are 30-4 at 
O'Brien Stadium the past five years winning 19 of the last 20. 
"Our defense has played exceptional in the two games and I'm pleased with the balance 
we've displayed on offense. For instance, (John) Rafferty has completed over 60% of his 
passes ••• that's more than acceptable considering he's only played two games. What we 
need to stress is improving our specialty teams," Molde said. 
Wes Nixon (Lorain, OR-Illinois Valley CC) is averaging over 100 all-purpose yards. 
The senior fullback has rushed for 147 yards, caught nine passes for 44 and returned a 
kickoff for 12 yards. 
-----NOTES-----
THE GAME: Eastern Illinois University (l~l) hosts Grand Valley State (1-0) 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 17 at O'Brien Stadium, Charleston, IL. 
RADIO: The game can be heard live on WLBH-FM, 97 on your dial, beginning with the Al Molde 
pre-game show at 1:15. Ken Wooddell calls the play-by-play with commentary analyst 
Doug Bock. 
SERIES STANDING: This is the first meeting between these two schools. 
COACHES RECORD: EIU's Al Molde is 1-1 in his first year. Overall he's 75-43-6 (63%) at 
Central Missouri, Minnesota-Morris and Sioux Falls College. 
Grand Valley's Bob Giesey is in his first year at the Michigan school. 




LAST WEEK: EIU lost 17-14 to Southern Illinois. The Panthers attempted a game tying 
20 yard field goal with seconds remaining but it was blocked. John Rafferty 
threw touchdown passes of six yards to Wes Nixon and 28 to Jerry Wright. SIU 
was held to minus one yard rushing but threw for 232. 
Grand Valley opened with a 24-22 victory over St. Joseph's. QB Jim Lynch com-
pleted 11 of 22 for 167 yards and Brian Jones ran for 151 yards, 117 of those 
coming in the first half. The takers held a 24-6 halftime lead. 
ABOUT EIU: The Panthers rushing defense surely will rank near the top of NCAA statistics. 
EIU has allowed only 22 yards, averaging 11 per game and .1ust 0.3 yards per 
carry. SIU had a minus one yard rushing. On the other hand opponents have 
passed for more yardage, 377 to EIU's 305. Panther running backs have caught 
19 of the 29 pass receptions however account for only a third of the yardage, 
97 of the 305 total. Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood) has been slowed thus far 
in rushing stats. Through two games he has netted 71 yards, a 2.4 per carry 
average. Last year at this time he had 266 yards, 5.8 yards per carry. 
ABOUT OPP: Grand Valley is one of just two Division II teams the Panthers will play this 
year, and is in only its 13th year of college football. The first two years 
the takers were 0-13 but then the last ten have a 71-29-1 mark and are 71-42-1 
overall. QB Jim Lynch, who graduated in Michigan State University's backyard at 
Lansing Eastern HS, leads all returning Division II passers. Last season he 
threw for 23 TDs and 2283 yards setting five school records and three Great 
Lakes conference marks. Wide receiver Bill Lucksted is his favorite receiver 
catching 40 last year for 785 yards. New coach Bob Giesey intends to install 
a more balanced offense so Lynch's stats may not be as impressive this fall. 
PRO SUCCESS: Saturday's opponent has had phenomenal success with players graduating to the 
pro ranks. Four Grand Valley players are on NFL rosters and three are expected 
to start. They are Ron Essink, an OT with the Seahawks; Rob Rubick, a tight 
end who scored the winning TD to put the Detroit Lions in the NFL playoffs 
last year; and Jeff Chadwick, a rookie who led the Lion receivers with 16 
catches in preseason games. 
QBs BAPTISM: EIU quarterback John Rafferty (Mt. Carmel), who had never taken a center snap 
in college prior to the first game, has already established himself as No. 1 
for the Panthers. In the first two games he has completed 62% of his passes, 
connecting on 29 of 47 for 305 yards and three TD passes. He has also thrown 
three interceptions, all last week, but none of EIU's three lost fumbles have 
come as the result of bad QB exchanges with the center or backs. 
NICHOLSON FOR THE DEFENSE: Defensive tackle Chris Nicholson (Waukegan-East/DuPage CC) leads 
a stingy Panther unit by getting 16 tackles in the first two 
games. This includes 12 solo tackles, four quarterback sacks, 
two tackles for loss, two fumble recoveries, one forced fumble 
and an intercepted fumble for a 76 yard TD. 
MOLDE ON EIU: "We need work on our special teams. We had some breakdowns on this part of 
our game and that influenced the outcome of the game last week. We're a good 
football team and I'm confident we'll bounce back. We're still a bit vulner-
able on offense but overall I thought we moved the ball pretty well at SIU. 
' . . I d like to have back some of the interceptions at Southern but other than 
that I thought (John) Rafferty did a fine job again against one of the best 
defenses we'll see." 
-more-
! EIU FOOTBALL 
ADD 2 
MOLDE ON GRAND VALLEY: "Grand Valley historically has had one of the most consistently 
successful Division II clubs. They have a new coach in Bob Giesey 
who came from a successful Mid-American team (Ball State) where he 
was an assistant, and has said he wants to improve the running game 
so I doubt if they throw quite as much as they have in the past. 
Their skill people are very good as evidenced that they have four 
players currently on pro rosters. Since this is the first time 
we've played them I'm happy it's here at home because our enthusi-
asm and motivation to ~:in shoui(f peak for the opener • " 
NEXT WEEK: The Panthers hit the road for the third time in four weeks going to Kirksville, 
MO to face Northeast Missouri State. The Bulidogs are winless going into today's 
game losing to two respectable Division II clubs, Nebraska-Omaha and South Dakota 
both on the road. Last year EIU eked out a come-from behind 18-17 win at home 
over NEMO. 
MCC Games Overall MCC STANDINGS: w L Points w L Points 
Southwest Missouri 1 0 21-9 T 0 21-9 
Eastern Illinois 0 0 0-0 1 1 52-24 
Northern Iowa 0 0 0-0 1 1 34-36 
Western Illinois 0 1 9-21 0 2 15-59 
OPPONENTS THIS WEEK: Illinois State (1~1) hosts Western Michigan 
Southern Illinois (2-0) hosts Southeast Missouri 
Northeast Missouri (0-2) hosts Minn-Duluth 
Youngstown State (0-1) at Tennessee Tech 
Akron (2-0) hosts Western Kentucky (0-1) 
Northern Iowa (1-1) at Southwest Missouri (1-0) 
Western Illinois (0-2) hosts Drake 
Indiana State (2-0) at Florida 
EIU STARTERS: OFFENSE 
SE 9 Jerry Wright (5-11, 170, Jr.) 
LT 70 Brad Mars (6-3, 310, Jr.) 
LG 50 Kent Lawrence (6-1, 240, Sr.) 
C 68 Teddy Coopwood (5-11, 220, Sr.) 
RG 79 Mike Kuhn (6-1, 240, Jr.) 
RT 65 Alvin MCMurray (6-2, 260, Sr.) 
TE 82 Dirk Androff (6-7, 240, Sr.) 
QB 10 John Rafferty (6-2, 185, So.) 
HB 8 Kevin Staple (5-8, 180, Sr.) 
FB 3 Wes Nixon (5-7, 170, Sr.) 
FL 81 Jim Schmidt (5-10, 170, Jr.) 
Punter: 1 Henry Castellanos (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
DEFENSE 
LE 66 Greg Duncan (6-1, 205, Sr.) 
LT 71 Dean Magro (6-0, 235, Fr.) 
RT 76 Chris Nicholson (6-0, 240, Sr.) 
RE 85 Tom Moskal (6-1, 220, So.) 
SSB 55 Ortega Jackson (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
ILB 33 Tyrone Covington (5-11, 210, Jr.) 
ILB 59 •Dave Fergurson (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
WLB • 5 Reggie Taylor (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
LCB ;12 Doyle Foster (5-9, 155, So.) 
RCB 42 Gary Bridges (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
FS 28 Robert Williams (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
Kicker: 1 Henry Castellanos (5-11, 180, Jr.), 36 Hector Techera (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
Returns: 18 Charlie Person (5-8, 160, Sr.), 42 Gary Bridges (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
Holder: 81 Jim Schmidt (5-10, 170, Jr.) 
Long Snapper: 54 Chuck Bingham (5-10, 220, So.) 
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